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difficulty in laying down a course in keeping with the
suggestions made herein.

9. WOMEX

I have included service of women in the cons-
tructive programme, for though satjagraha has auto-
matically brought India's women out from their
darkness, as nothing else could have in such an in-
credibly short space of time. Congressmen have not
felt the call to see that women became equal partners
in the fight for Swaraj. They have not realized that
woman must be the true helpmate of man in the mission
of service. Woman has been suppressed under custom,
and law for which man was responsible and in the
shaping of which she had no hand. In a plan of life
based on non-violence, woman has as much right to
shape her own destiny as man has to shape his. But
as every right in a non-violent society proceeds from
the previous performance of a duty, it follows that
rules of social conduct must be framed by mutual
cooperation and consultation. They can never be
imposed from outside. Men have not realized this
truth in its fulness in their behaviour towards women.
They have considered themselves to be lords and
masters of women instead of considering them as their
friends and co-workers. It is the privilege of Congress-
men to give the women of India a lifting hand. Women
are in the position somewhat of the slave of old who
did not know that he could or ever had to be free.
And when freedom camea for the moment he felt help-
less. Women have been taught to regard themselves
as slaves of men. It is up to Congressmen to see that
they enable them to realize their fiill status and play
their part as equals of men.